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Ministry of Foreign Affairs
Maritime Affairs Unit

BANGLADESH COUNTRY PAPER ON GOAL 14

Oceans cover three quarters of the Earth’s surface, contain 97 per cent of the Earth’s
water, and represent 99 per cent of the living space on the planet by volume. Over three billion
people depend on marine and coastal biodiversity for their livelihoods. Globally, the market
value of marine and coastal resources and industries is estimated at $3 trillion per year or about
5 per cent of global GDP. Oceans contain nearly 200,000 identified species, but actual numbers
may lie in the millions. Oceans absorb about 30 per cent of carbon dioxide produced by
humans, buffering the impacts of global warming. Oceans serve as the world’s largest source of
protein, with more than 3 billion people depending on the oceans as their primary source of
protein Marine fisheries directly or indirectly employ over 200 million people. Subsidies for
fishing are contributing to the rapid depletion of many fish species and are preventing efforts to
save and restore global fisheries and related jobs, causing ocean fisheries to generate US$ 50
billion less per year than they could. As much as 40 per cent of the world oceans are heavily
affected by human activities, including pollution, depleted fisheries, and loss of coastal habitats
) Healthy oceans are critical for sustaining life, eliminating poverty and promoting
prosperity. The time is now to move from words to actions to conserve and sustainably use our
oceans, seas and marine resources. It is with this purpose that the Ocean Conference In June
2017 s presenting a unique opportunity for the world to mobilize action and deliver concrete
solutions. One of the goals of this event is to gather as many voluntary commitments as
possible to help spur action towards the realization of Sustainable Development Goal (SDG) 14,
which aims to conserve and sustainably use the oceans, seas and marine resources for
sustainable development. The international community is therefore strongly encouraged to
make voluntary pledges via the Conference website ahead of the event.
3. All Conference accredited participants are invited to indicate interest to present their
registered voluntary commitments during the seven Partnership Dialogues. The Partnership
Dialogues, an official part of the Conference, will be interactive and multi-stakeholder in nature
and will focus on recommendations for implementation of Goal 14, as well announcement of
concrete solutions to address challenges and gaps in the implementation of Goal 14 targets by
presenting voluntary commitments from all stakeholders. The Conference is expected to:

a. Identify ways and means to strengthen cooperation for the implementation of SDG 14

and related targets, taking into account their inter-linkages with other goals and

targets

b. Build on existing successful partnerships, and launching innovative new ones to

advance implementation

c. Involve all relevant stakeholders to assess progress and identify implementation gaps

d. Facilitate the sharing of experiences gained through regional and national

strategies/institutions

e. Contribute to the follow-up and review process of SDG 14 by reporting its outcomes

to the High-Level Political Forum on Sustainable Development.
General discussion on GOAL 14




4. According to Goal 14.1-Marine pollution originates from a humber of land-based and
marine sources such as: riverine discharges, agricultural and industrial run-off, urban outfalls,
municipal or industrial wastewater, atmospheric deposition, illegal or indiscriminate dumping,
accidents (e.g. oil spills), fishing Operations, fishing activities and aquaculture;, maritime
transport, Off shore activities (e.g. seabed mining), introduction of invasive species, including
through the exchange of ship ballast water, population density in coastal zones and lack of
environmentally sound waste management in coastal cities, disproportionately high
representation of ports and coastal infrastructure, intensive coastal land uses, nutrient load
pollution and solid waste discharges, including in the form of litter, plastics and micro-plastics,
sewage/wastewater, Physical alterations and destruction of habitats and sediment

in oil exploitation, litter, heavy metals, radioactive substances, wildlife entanglement and micro
plastics, micro beads, microfiber etc. In addition to the above there are persistent organic
pollutants (POPs) like: Synthetic (man-made) organic chemicals, Persistent in the environment,



resilience, as the basis for sustainable management of the marine environment and resources
has long been recognized. Sustainable management of coastal ecosystems requires sustained
inclusion and participation of coastal communities. Legislative and policy frameworks should
foster community organization and allow for their full participation in the management of
marine resources as stewards, as their engagement helps achieve better biodiversity.
2 Target 14.3 Ocean acidification (blue carbon): potential impact of climate change on
sea level rise- Sea level rise is therefore threatening coastal communities through flooding of
low lying coastal lands, estuaries, deltas and salt marches; and affecting fish nesting and fishing
grounds, e.g. wetlands, and coral reefs, mangrove forests and marshes. We must identify the
local challenges (scientific, communication, policy), starting at level of awareness, clearly there
is a need to increase the knowledge about the impacts and consequences of ocean acidification
at all levels and the need to observe the effects decreasing ocean acidity to close existing data
gaps. Measuring the changes in ocean chemistry is the next step to minimize the impacts of
ocean acidification. However, global ocean acidification monitoring should include biology
measurements, suited to observe the alterations of marine life. Technologies and trained
scientists enabling the countries to achieve target 14.3 need sustained investment and training
efforts. New technologies, less costly, will be needed to ensure global ocean acidification
observation. Ocean Acidification is not happening in isolation, other local stressors in particular
ocean pollution are worsening the impacts of ocean acidification on ocean health. The
reduction of these local stressors will increase the resilience of marine ecosystems.
8. Climate change is becoming a global problem that calls for a global solution.
International meetings have been held to discuss the phenomena and ways to address it.
Raising awareness among ordinary people would greatly minimize greenhouse gas emitting
activities; saving energy - turning off lights when not needed: recycling for wastes like paper,
organic (food), plastic, battery, electronics, glass, metals; reforestation, and using trees to
provide shade that helps keep the soil and local environment cooler; and enhancing agricultural
productivity in order to reduce the expansion of inefficient farming, These challenges can be
translated into new opportunities for joint action and new activities all over the world, such as:
a. Long term observation and short term studies of ocean acidification and the related
impacts on marine life are both needed to improve projections of the future ocean
including changes in circulation patterns and weather conditions, changes in coastal
pollution, in the model projections and experimental work
b. Use of existing observation sites to improve the global coverage of ocean acidification
observation
¢. Globally cooperation of scientists, governments and UN organizations, specialized
agencies, IGOs and NGOs, can encourage the implementation of similar observation
strategies adapted to the particular environment, technical and human capacities.
d. The development of new technologies can also provide new opportunities for
economies and like this increasing their economic benefit. These technologies can
include less expensive observation tools on and renewable energies (e.g. wind energy,
solar energy). However your contributions also showed that at the same time a clear
political endorsement and commitment is needed to finally achieve target 14.3,
including sustained support for ocean acidification observation and experimental work,
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for using new ‘green’ technologies, to reduce greenhouse gas emissions an'd additional
local stressors (e.g. pollution ).

9. Target 14.4: By 2020, effectively regulate harvesting and end overfishing, illegal,

terms of fisherjes Management angd also compliance Monitoring, control, surveillance andﬂ:
enforcement. Where the Capacity (and/or Capability) faljs short then that Presents .

all government agencies, not just fisheries. It is often extremely difficult to detect/disrupt/deter7;
IUU fishing and inter-agency cooperation provides the best platform for doing so, especially
when Supported by robyst and effective regional agreements, Information sharing and



crimes, in the fisheries sector — including: illegal fishing, forcibly taking away the fish catch,
flagrant violation of labour abuses, arms/drugs/wildlife trafficking and murder.

¢. Working together: Finding ways to work with the fishing industry, the consumers and
other actors to share information and to have more eyes and ears in port and at sea, to help
stop illegal operations.

fisheries officers and inspectors do, to ensure political support for their work, ongoing capacity
building and accessible tools to do their job must be improved.

e. Innovative Partnerships: Develop innovative partnership among countries of the
region which may incorporate a number of the above-mentioned priority actions in an attempt
to create a united regijonal approach to fighting illegal fishing.

11.  Target 14.5: Marine Protected Areas: By 2020, conserve at least 10 per cent of coastal
and marine areas, consistent with national and international law and based on the best
available  scientific information., Bringing  together governments, UN  agencies,
intergovernmental organizations, and international financial institutions, NGOs, civil society
organizations, academic institutions, the scientific community, private sector, philanthropic
organizations and other actors, Area-based conservation Measures and management tools can
be used to help achieve target 14.5, including through the application of an ecosystem
approach, marine spatial planning, integrated coastal zone management and the establishment
of Marine Protected Areas (MPAs). To better meet global conservation targets, all types of
MPAs must be implemented, including smaller MPAs in more intensely used metropolitan sea.

protect the species, communities and habitats most threatened. Many MPAs are affected by
illegal harvesting, regulations that legally allow detrimental harvesting, or emigration of animals
outside boundaries. Management effectiveness remains one of the largest problems facing the
current MPA system such as lack of awareness, multiple jurisdictions and fragmented decision-
making, conflict between different activities and users, and inadequate governance,
Stakeholders, including local Communities, are often not sufficiently involved in the
development, designation and management of area-based conservation measures, Progress
towards meeting SDG target 14.5 on MPA is slow. So far only less than 2 percent of the
Bangladesh’s seas are protected, mostly in areas under national jurisdiction. We need to have a
plan to increase at least something close to 10% which we have agreed in RIO 92.

12.  Target 14.6: By 2020, prohibit certain forms of fisheries subsidies which contribute to
overcapacity and overfishing, eliminate subsidies that contribute to illegal, unreported and
unregulated fishing and refrain from introducing new such subsidies, recognizing that
appropriate and effective special and differential treatment for developing and least
developed countries should be an integral part of the World Trade Organization fisheries
subsidies negotiation. But with the SDG target 14.6's deadline to prohibit harmful fisheries
subsidies by 2020 looming, this issue is finally gaining momentum. At a time when conservation
resources are tight, it is staggering that billions of dollars of taxpayers’ money are still spent on
fisheries subsidies that directly éncourage unsustainable, destructive, and even illegal practices.

5



